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Al Green (3) goes up for a shot against a pair of Allan Hancock players in City’s 64-
61 overtime victory in the 2023 California Community College Athletic
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BREAKING: City College men’s basketball advances to

state Elite Eight with overtime win over Allan Hancock

(updated)

Despite lowest scoring game of the season, Knights
defeat Bulldogs, 64-61

Vince Outlaw (https://sdcitytimes.com/staff_name/vince-outlaw/), Multimedia Journalist

March 9, 2024

ditor’s note: City Times Media’s Vince Outlaw and Joe Panek will be
adding play-by-play and color commentary to all men’s home
games during the 2023-24 season. To watch the video, click here
(https://youtu.be/78gYv64y6SE?si=n5BI3QE0evNS7KQN). To

listen to the audio feed, click here (https://soundcloud.com/sdcitytimes/city-
mens-basketball-vs-hancock?
si=a553f97dab6942a192851022f535e049&utm_source=clipboard&utm_med
ium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing). To read a raw transcript
generated by otter.ai, click here
(https://otter.ai/u/K2bslJr_H6wM4GUFKxql3a2ZnEk?
utm_source=copy_url).

When San Diego City College men’s basketball beat the Allan Hancock College Bulldogs
earlier this season (https://www.sdcityknights.com/sports/mbkb/2023-
24/releases/20231120ntrcif), Knights’ forward Alex Crawford was out with a back injury. 

“They don’t know what’s about to hit them,” Knights’ head coach Mitch Charlens said this
week (https://sdcitytimes.com/uncategorized/2024/03/09/preview-dream-season-mens-
basketball/).

It may have taken 43 minutes and 38 seconds to feel it, but what hit them was a Crawford
step-back 3-point shot with 1:22 left in overtime.

Crawford’s three, along with his steals on two successive plays in overtime and clutch free
throws by teammate Al Green, lifted the Knights to a 64-61 victory
(https://www.sdcityknights.com/sports/mbkb/2023-
24/boxscores/20240309_5m1p.xml) over the Bulldogs in a California Community College
Athletic Association south region final (https://3c2asports.org/sports/mbkb/2023-
24/files/MSoCal3H.pdf) before a boisterous home crowd at Harry West Gym on Saturday.

Association’s south region final at Harry West Gym, Saturday, March 9, 2024.
Photo by Danny Straus/City Times Media
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The win punched the Knights’ ticket (https://www.sdcityknights.com/sports/mbkb/2023-
24/releases/20240310mh0d3e) to the 3C2A state championship
(https://3c2asports.org/sports/mbkb/Championships) Elite Eight where they will meet
Yuba College (28-2) (https://www.cccaasports.org/sports/mbkb/2023-24/teams/yuba) in
quarterfinal play, Friday, March 15, 1 p.m. at Mt. San Antonio College in Walnut, CA.

Knights’ guard Green led the team with 17 points, shooting 5-for-10 from the field and 7-
for-8 from the free-throw line. He played the last 9 minutes of regulation and all of
overtime with four fouls. 

Green scored six of his points in overtime, including two free throws with 13 seconds left
to push the Knights to their final winning margin of three. He also delivered the assist on
Crawford’s step-back 3-point shot.
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“My teammates had trust in me and they knew that if I got the ball, I could make a play
with it,” Green said after the game.

City won despite their lowest field-goal shooting performance of the season (35.7%). The
Knights did not score their first points of the game until the 13-minute mark of the first
half, starting 0-for-8 before a KJay Bradley free throw made the score 7-1. 

Bradley had 13 points, all in the first half, and was hampered by leg cramps for much of
the second half and overtime. 

Crawford had 12 points on the night and Kevin Moore added 11. Keavie Love came off the
bench to pull down a team-leading six rebounds and scored two points, as did Kenny
Gonzalez.
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The Bulldogs continued their playoff dominance of the paint on Saturday, out rebounding
the Knights by 18 and outscoring them down-low 44-26.

Allan Hancock forward Taevon Pierre-Louis dominated for the Bulldogs, leading in both
scoring (20) and rebounding (14). 

The Bulldog’s season-leading scorer Mylo Santos was held to 12 points, five below his
season average. 

After scoring a layup with one second left in regulation to send the game to overtime,
Santos was denied similar heroics when he missed the final shot of overtime over the
outstretched arm of Crawford

Having achieved the goal of making it to the Elite Eight, one they missed out on last year
(https://sdcitytimes.com/sports/2023/03/09/city-college-mens-basketball-season-ends-
in-the-final-seconds-against-fullerton/) by one basket, Green was already looking forward
to the championship tournament.

“It’s three back-to-back-to-back games,” Green said. “By that third day, it’s whoever is the
healthiest. We have got to focus on keeping our body healthy and it’ll get us far.”

As his teammates celebrated their victory on the floor, Green reflected on the moment.

“It feels so good to earn it and take it all in.”

Correction: An earlier version of this story has been corrected to reflect the
game was the lowest shooting percentage game of the season. The state
tournament begins Thursday, but City will not play until Friday. City Times
regrets the error.

Update write-thru, March 11, 2:15 p.m.: The Knights’ opponent was
announced Saturday night, and that is now included in this version.
Additional game details and comments from Green and Charlens were also
added to this write-thru, which is an updated version of the original
breaking news story. Learn more about the practice in sports writing here
(https://onsports.wordpress.com/2007/06/15/feel-free-to-bury-the-score/).
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Your donation will support the student journalists of San Diego City College. Your contribution will
allow us to purchase equipment, cover the cost of training and travel to conferences, and fund student
scholarships. Credit card donations are not tax deductible. Instead, those donations must be made by
check. Please contact adviser Nicole Vargas for more information at nvargas@sdccd.edu.
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City College women’s basketball

wins back-to-back games in

Knights Crossover

(https://sdcitytimes.com/sports/202

college-womens-basketball-wins-

back-to-back-games-in-knights-

crossover/)

PREVIEW: Women’s basketball

hosts City College Knights

Crossover

(https://sdcitytimes.com/campus-

life/2024/12/05/preview-

womens-basketball-hosts-city-

college-knights-crossover/)

City College men’s basketball falls

to No. 3 Fullerton in highly

contested battle

(https://sdcitytimes.com/sports/202

college-mens-basketball-falls-to-

no-3-fullerton-in-highly-

contested-battle/)

City College women’s basketball

team wins 2-of-3 in Knights

Invitational

(https://sdcitytimes.com/sports/202

college-womens-basketball-team-

wins-2-of-3-in-knights-

invitational/)

PREVIEW: City College men’s

basketball heads north to Home

Motors Tournament

(https://sdcitytimes.com/sports/202

city-college-mens-basketball-

heads-north-to-home-motors-

tournament/)

City College women’s basketball

�ght through early season

setbacks (with video)

(https://sdcitytimes.com/sports/202

womens-basketball-starts-season-

video/)

(https://sdcitytimes.com/)
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